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HEADING TOWARD IRRELEVANCE?

The realities addressed by church are extremely impor-
tant and can be argued that many are a matter of life and
death. How can anyone even begin to suggest that the

Church is becoming irrelevant. How can the worship of

God or the education of our people in spiritual realities
ever be 1rrelevant. These have to do with life, abundant
and eternal. They can not be rrelevant.

Yet the fact is that we are becoming increasingly irrele-

vant. The mainline churches are rapidly going the way of

the Dodo and the pop churches are not far behind. So
what’s happening?

Consider the fact that more people are mailing more
things than ever before yet the US Postal Service con-
stantly suffers from declining revenues and the ever-
dechning quantities are requiring them to reduce deliveries
by one day per week. It 1s not ‘mailing’ that has become
irrelevant but the means provided by the post office that
has little place in today’s world.

Likewise, there 1s almost no need any longer for travel
agencies and the majority of us have no real reason to step
foot inside a bank even though we consume more banking
services and travel more than in the past.

People are hungrier than ever for genuie spiritual ex-
perience and knowledge but if we are to learn from the
world around us it would seem that the means by which
we have traditionally met these needs just don’t work any
more. They haven’t kept pace with reality. Our forms, our
language, our music simply are no longer up to the task.

What to do about it? Every time I read the Psalm, “Sing
unto the Lord a new song,” 1 can’t help but think, “Of
course! The old one no longer works.” Some wise prelate
recently remarked, “We love the Church so much that we
can no longer do the things we’ve done in the past 1if we
are to continue to exist.”

What are we to do? Well, we can’t continue to do what
we’ve done for Grace Church it would mean oblivion in
less than 5 years. So we need input, 1deas, list of needs.
Ask your friends what they think. Know anyone that does-
n’t go to church? Ask them why not. What do they need.

‘What would they like to see in a church? So even though
the means by which we do things no longer mean much or
are no longer effective, our marching orders have not
changed 1n the least... go and make disciples!

— FR. DAVID+

Fr David on Vacation

Fr. David & Elizabeth will be away from June 19 thru June
27th enjoying the Lee mansion in North Carolina! (Not
Robert E... the other famous Lee) For those two Sundays we
will have morning prayer and our own Lay Preachers will
officiate.

A Godly Work!

Kevin and Jean Froeter were given the task to select the
color of roofing shingles for the Rectory and the garage. As
we all know, that can be a dilemma, especially for a husband
and wife. Finally after dragging out many samples they nar-
rowed it down to just two. How to decide? They left it up to
God! They set the two samples up against the house and
stood back to consider their choices... one fell over! They
knew they’d heard from above!

Many thanks to Kevin and Jean and their employees for a
wonderful job. The quality of work and attention to detail
was quite impressive indeed. Take a look next time you’re
by. Oh, we’re looking for opinions on whether to paint the
new clapboard siding on the garage, or just go with the
primer color that they came with which looks quite attractive.

MASS IN THE GRASS
JUNE 12TH

AT
6 PM

FOLLOWED BY DESSERT

BROADCASTING ON DEMAND AT gracechurchstg.org




HAPPY BIRTHDAY CHURCH Spring Cleaning Day
Celebrate the Birthday May 1st
Oi Christianity May 23rd 0am

At the 10:15 Service Pancake Breakiast
Bring wrappe?ll:lgs?a!f:l—tialplesrllﬁ'oducts (olee Availahle irom 8 am
Tea Bags, Seetener, (reamer, (leaning Su;)plies, ’ l“ “le Parisn Hall

etc. We especially need 11 x 17 copy paper

e
SUMMER SCHEDULE

« Sunday Services at 9 am during o July 10—6 pm Mass in the Grass
June, July and August « August 14—6 pm Mass in the Grass

« Bible Study Wednesdays at 5:30 pm . Fr. David on Vacation June 19-

« June 12—6 pm Mass in the Grass 27th
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The Columbarium

One of our members has been concerned for some time
about the quality of our Columbarium. Recently Fr. David
was asked to remove the cremains of loved ones by a fam-
ily for transfer to another resting place and, sure enough,
there was about 6” of water in the vault. There were two
containers in the particular vault one of which was home-
made constructed out of PVC pipe with end caps glued in
place. It was evident from the weight that additional water
had gotten into that container than might have been pre-
sent m the atmosphere when it was originally sealed. The
other container was an urn that was provided by a funeral
home and properly sealed by them. The weight did not
seem to be unusual.

‘Whether or not the bottom of the vault 1s impervious to
our locally high water table cannot be determined, but 1t 1s
self-evident that the unit cannot protect against rain and
surface water from entering from above.

Fr. David mstructed the Vestry to investigate this situa-
tion some time ago. They recently retained an expert to
mspect it. This person was familiar with the particular de-
sign and local conditions and was not surprised to find
water 1 an unused chamber noting that local cemetery’s
often have to pump water out of newly-dug graves immedi-
ately prior to mterment activities. He observed that this
particular design requires the use of special urns provided
by funeral homes that know how to seal them properly.

The advantage to this mn-ground design 1s that 1t permits
cremains of 4 people in each chamber. The downside 1s
that 1t needs a special urn sealed by experts to protect the
ashes. Should we decide to build an above-ground Colum-
barium each chamber could only hold one urn. The ques-
tion before us then, is the present arrangement acceptable
if people know the terms and conditions in advance? The
vestry would really like your opmion on the matter. Speak
with Sue Lee or any of the other Vestry persons.

The Beatitudes

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM
With Soup, Salad & Dessert

e Learn the steps to successful living

e Learn how attitudes are more important than facts
e Learn more about each other.

e Prepare for life as it was meant to be.

o Great Food, Great Fun, Great Fellowship

Starting May 12th
The Book of Revelations

Ladies Bunco Night

May 15 at the Church
Call Debbie Duerst to join the fun.

Help Wanted- June 9th

Peg Williams would like to increase her ministry activities
here at Grace and needs help to discern the nature of that
ministry. She and Fr. David will be meeting to discuss pos-
sibilities with those of you who are willing to help on
Wednesday Evening, June 9 at 5:30 a.m. Peg already has
some 1deas, but before they are firmed up she’d like to hear
from you. This is a one-time commitment for those of you
who are willing to share your thoughts and ideas, and 1t
comes with the promise of a soup & salad dinner. Please
sign up in the parish hall, so that we know how many to
expect. This will take the place of Bible Study for this one
night.

Learning Opportunity

Setting
Boundaries

The adult Sunday School Class meets every Sunday at 9
am 1n the parish hall.

The book we are studying 1s called Boundaries, written
by Drs. Townsend and Cloud and will help us to under-
stand better the great commandment about loving our-
selves by teaching us how to set boundaries... when to say
no and when to say yes and how to do it, taking control of
your life. Never to late to join in the fun.
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O0H, DO THAT BISHOP THING WHERE YOU MOVE
DIAGONALLY




CSHriends of Q@m&& Ghurch

Busmesses who help and support us In various ways

STERIJNG COMMERC]AL ROOFING

2704 North Locust
815-626-7744
Call Kevin Froeter today for aII your rooflng needs
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Grummert’s Hardware

424 Locust Street
Sterling, lllinois

Twin City Caie
A Family Restaurant

23 East 3rd Street
Sterling, lllinois

Schilling Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family
702 1st Avenue
Sterling, lllinois

Jean Hammett, Ryan Petrulakis,

The Prayer Closet

For Healing: Jon, Merideth, Bea, Sandi,
Melinda, Lynn, Tiffany, Jerry Charles,
Donna, Delores, Gladys, Beulah, Dawid,
Chad, Glenn, Brooke, Arlene, Roger,
Laurell, Mark, Jeremiah, Marissa and
Luke.

For the homebound:

Helen, Miriam, Kathy, Shirley and

June.

For Employment: Jodi, Dawvid, Arturo, Robert, Andrew
Rommee, Steve, Troy, Melissa, Tiffany, Danny, Jeremy,
Marissa and Don

For Special Needs: Jim, Gary, Haroldd, Mary, Marge, Keith,

Jen, Justin, Pat, Carol, Tom, John, Rachel, and Olivia.

For the Departed: Michael Duerst, John Kontos, Frank
Willhite, Max Guinnup, John M. Dillon, Ivan Lovass.

For members of the Armed Forces:  Greg, Matt, Raymond,

Jamie, Alex, Ryan, Tommy, David, Rich, Robert, Larry,

Chris, John, Don, Julie, Roger, Eric, Marcus, Andy, Mike,

Jennifer, Jaunte and the 102nd MP Company.

Happy Birthday!

Helene Niederer, Helen Sisson,
Brooke Cochran, Chris Lee, Emily
Duerst, Carissa Niederer, Michael
Dillon, Andrew Dillon, LuAnn Petru-
lakis, June Parks, Sarah Nitz

Happy Anniversary
Gary & Diana Sinderman, Peg & David Williams
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0U HAVE NO DEA HOW WCH PAIN 1S
INVOLVED IN BRINGING ANCTHER PERSON INTO
IS WORLD

Pan Handling

We have had numerous complaints of individuals begging
for handouts from our church members. We have spoken to
these mdividuals in an effort to put a stop to their intrusion
m your lives. Times are difficult but they are difficult for all
of us. Grace Church does provides some assistance through
the Discretionary Fund, through our support of the Fire-
house of God Ministry and the Rock Falls Food Pantry. Fr.
David also provides transportation for individuals to the
food pantry and doctor and pharmacy wisits, etc. Under no
circumstances do we provide cash assistance. We try to pro-
vide the items that are needed instead.

So if anyone asks you for a handout on church property,
please, please, refer them to Fr. David during regular office
hours. If you wish to provide additional assistance through
the church the best way 1s to make contributions to the Rec-
tor’s Discretionary Fund. You may even designate your con-
tribution for specific purposes or even individuals.

Note that the best way to support the food pantry is
through cash donations mmasmuch as they are able to pur-
chase all their food for just pennies per pound from the local
Food Bank. This 1s much more cost-effective than buying
food items at the grocery story to give to them.



